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On January 19, 1981, the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency signed a one year deferral of the effective dates for
more stringent noise emission regulations for medium and heavy trucks and
truok-mmunted solid waste compactors which were scheduled to go into effect in
1982.

Based on the current economic state of the trucking industry, the Agency
believed that it was appropriate to defer the January i, 1982 effective date
of the 80 dB regulation for medium and heavy trucks for one year until
January i, 1983.

Since the 76 dB noise regulation for truck-mounted solid waste
compactorsis related to the 80 dB level for truck chassis,the effectivedate
of the compactor regulationwas deferredone year fromJuly i, 1982 to July i,
1983.

The deferral in effective dates was expected to provide immediaterelief
to the Industry=scash flow problems which appear to be particularlyacute at
this time.

Since publication of the deferral in effective dates, the Agency has
received renewed requests to rescind the 80 dB regulation for medium and
heavy trucks. The Agency is now requesting additional public comment on
whether or not the BO dB noise regulationfor medium and heavy trucksshould
be rescinded.

Enclosed for your informationis a copy of the Federal Register Notice
requesting the additionalcomments (46 F._R17558, Thursa--'_-_-,March 19, 1981).

For further information, contact Timothy M. Barry, Program Manager,
Standards and RegulationsDivision, (ANR-4go),U.S. EnvironmentalProtection
Agency, WashingtonD.C., 20460,o_ phone (703) 557-2710.
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